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  Reverend Jim Harper III, Pastor 
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June 12, 2016 

Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

OPENING OF WORSHIP 
 
Prelude Morning Has Broken 
 Lani Smith 

 
*Opening Words of Worship (Responsively) 
 

Psalm 5:3 reads… 
Listen to my voice in the morning, Lord. 

Each morning I bring my requests to you and wait expectantly. 
 

In the morning, 

God hears our voices 
as we lift our prayers and songs.  

 

In the morning, 

God whispers to us  
in the gentle breezes stirring the world.  

 

In the morning, 

we look for God alive  
and active around us.  
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In the morning, 

we find God playing  basketball  
with the kids in the park.  

 

In the morning 

we come together  
to worship God.  

 

In the morning, 

God gathers us up to lead us down  
the streets  of compassion and forgiveness;  

the streets of justice and faithfulness;  
the streets of prayer and worship.  

 

On this morning 

we gather here!  
 

~ Adapted from a prayer written by Thom Shuman, 
and posted on Lectionary Liturgies. http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.ca/  

 
*Opening Song #60  Morning Has Broken 
 

*Opening Prayer (Unison) 
 

Good Morning God,  
we invite You to come into this  

house of prayer  and speak to each of us today.  
We want to see You, to hear You, to know You.  

We desire our worship to be  
 an honest cry of our hearts ɂ  

hearts that are celebrating great joy   
or feeling great sadness,   

hearts that are experiencing deep peace   
or wondering if all is lost.   

http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.ca/
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Knowing that You are here,   
guiding us as we worship,   

allows us to take our eyes off of ourselves   
and put them on You.   

May we be forever changed by being  
in Your presence today.   

Amen. 
 

~ Adapted from a prayer found at ©2016 Communication Resources, Inc.  All Rights Reserved 

 

*Gloria Patri (Unison)  Henry W. Greatorex (From Red Hymnal #623) 
 

'ÌÏÒÙ ÂÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ 'ÈÏÓÔȠ 
!Ó ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇȟ ÉÓ ÎÏ×ȟ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÅÒ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÂÅȟ 

7ÏÒÌÄ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÅÎÄȢ  !ÍÅÎȟ !ÍÅÎȢ 
 
*Welcome to Our Guest(s) 

After you fill out a Guest Card, please place it in the offertory plate later in the service. 
Greet one another and pass along the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

You may say, “Peace be with you.”  The response is “And also with you .” 

 
Celebrating Our Lives and Faith Together 

 

SHARING OF GOD’S STORY 
 

Scripture of the Day 
 

Luke 7:36-50 
 

Forgiveness and Gratitude  
 

36 One of the Pharisees invited Jesus to eat with him.  After he entered the Pharisee’s 
home, he took his place at the table.  37 Meanwhile, a woman from the city, a sinner, 
discovered that Jesus was dining in the Pharisee’s house.  She brought perfumed oil 
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in a vase made of alabaster.  38 Standing behind him at his feet and crying, she began 
to wet his feet with her tears.  She wiped them with her hair, kissed them, and 
poured the oil on them.  39 When the Pharisee who had invited Jesus saw what was 
happening, he said to himself, If this man were a prophet, he would know what kind 
of woman is touching him.  He would know that she is a sinner. 

40 Jesus replied, “Simon, I have something to say to you.”  “Teacher, speak,” he said. 

41 “A certain lender had two debtors. One owed enough money to pay five hundred 
people for a day’s work.  The other owed enough money for fifty.  42  When they 
couldn’t pay, the lender forgave the debts of them both.  Which of them will love him 
more?” 

43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the largest debt canceled.”  Jesus 
said, “You have judged correctly.” 

44 Jesus turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman?  When I 
entered your home, you didn’t give me water for my feet, but she wet my feet with 
tears and wiped them with her hair.  45  You didn’t greet me with a kiss, but she 
hasn’t stopped kissing my feet since I came in.  46  You didn’t anoint my head with 
oil, but she has poured perfumed oil on my feet.  47  This is why I tell you that her 
many sins have been forgiven; so she has shown great love.  The one who is forgiven 
little loves little.” 

48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”  49 The other table guests began to 
say among themselves, “Who is this person that even forgives sins?  50 Jesus said to 
the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.” 

~ Scripture Reading from the Common English Bible (CEB) 

 
Response to the Sharing of God’s Story (Unison) 
 

O Christ, You Are Life 
LYONS 10. 10. 11. 11 ("O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!") 

 

Song Lyrics Removed for Website Publication  
 

Biblical Reference: Luke 7:11-17, 36-50, 7:22, 15:1-32, 4:18 
Tune: Joseph Martin Kraus, 1784; until recently attributed to Johann Michael Haydn  

("O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!")  (MIDI)  
Text: Copyright © 2010 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 
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Luke 7:36-50 – Cotton Patch Gospel of Luke 
 

A certain church member invited him [Jesus] home for dinner.  He accepted and 
went into the church member's house and sat down.  Then a shady lady of the town, 
who had heard that Jesus was being entertained at the church member's home, 
bought a bottle of high-priced perfume.  She sat at his feet sobbing, and her tears 
began to wet his feet.  She dried them with her long hair and kissed his feet and 
dabbed on some of the perfume. 

When the church member who had invited him saw what was going on, he thought 
to himself, "If this fellow were a real man of God, he would recognize the kind of 
woman that's fondling him and know that she's a shady character.” 

Then Jesus said to him, "Simon, I want to talk with you about something.  He said, 
"Why sure, Doctor, go right ahead.” 

"Two men were in debt to a certain banker.  One owed five hundred dollars, the 
other fifty.  When neither of them could pay up, the banker wrote off the debt of 
both.  Which of the two would you think was the more grateful?” 

Simon scratched his head and said, "Why, I suppose it “was the one who was 
relieved of the larger debt.” 

Jesus said to him, "Right you are!"  Then he turned to the lady and said to Simon, "Do 
you see this lady?  When I came into your home, you didn't even give me water for 
my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her hair.  
You didn't even shake hands with me, but she, ever since she got here, has lovingly 
kissed my feet.  So let me point out to you, Simon, that she has been relieved of a 
heavy load of sin, as evidenced by her great gratitude.” 

Then he said to her, "Your sins are gone.”  And the guests at the table whispered 
among themselves, "Who does he think he is--forgiving sins!” 

He said to the lady, "What you've just done has been the making of you; keep it up – 
with my blessing.” 

~ Excerpt From:  Clarence Jordan.  Cotton Patch Gospel: Luke and Acts.   iBooks. https://itun.es/us/2 -6Rz.l” 

 
Meditation  Love + Forgiveness = Faith  

https://itun.es/us/2-6Rz.l
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Prayer of Faith (Responsively) 
 

Thank you, Jesus, 

for showing us the way to salvation and  
the way to transformation,  

 

Thank you, Spirit-Filled Being, 

for showing us the way to the pearly gates  of heaven  
right here on earth,  free and open all the time.  

 

Thank you for leading us to the clear, 

cool river that runs through the middle of the heavenly city,  
the river running with the water of life.  

 

Dear Ultimate One, we accept Your invitation to salvation, 

and Your call for us to undergo  spiritual tran sformation!  
 

With hearts full of gratitude we take up Your offer 

to fill the emptiness of our lives  with thankfulness    
and we receive Your guidance to change direction.  

 

Right now, by the power of Your Holy Spirit, 
we are converted from the way of death 

to the way of joyful eternal life on earth.  
 

Oh, Dear One, 

wit h humble hearts we come before Y ou in prayer,  
and wit h joy we invite Y ou to live in our hearts forever!  

 

Amen. 

Amen. 
 

~ Adapted from http://tcpc.blogs.com/musings/2012/12/jim -burklos-book-of-common-prayer.html 

 

http://tcpc.blogs.com/musings/2012/12/jim-burklos-book-of-common-prayer.html
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The Prayer of Our Savior #426 (Unison) 
  
 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
 Albert Hay Malotte 

 

SHARING OF OUR GIFTS  

AND GOD’S GIFTS 
 

Call to Give  
 

In response to the overwhelming love of God,  
let us give with a generosity that tugs at our hearts.  

Let our giving provide grace to those who  
have forgotten what grace feels like.  

Let our giving deliver joy to those who  
have forgotten what it is to walk with a lightness of heart.  

We give our gifts in celebration and thanksgiving  
for the God who knows us – and loves us still. Amen.          

 
 
Offertory Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy 
 Franklin Ritter 

 
 
Prayer of Blessings for Youth Attending to Camp 
and Youth Leaving to do Mission Work 
 

Dear God, we pray for the Youth and Adults,  
from St. John’s heading off to Guyan, West Virginia  

for a youth mission trip with Appalachia Service Project — 
and we pray for our own Youth and their Friends 
who will embark for Merom tomorrow morning. 
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We pray that they will experience Spiritual Growth this week — 

-ÁÙ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒ Ȱ'ÏÄȭÓ 3ÔÉÌÌ 3ÐÅÁËÉÎÇ 6ÏÉÃÅȱ 
in  the people they meet and in the activities they engage in.   

 

We pray they will experience Hope this week — 

May they find Hope, in each other and in the world  
they will be active in this week, as they discover and practice   

resurrectional  ministry and hear resurrectional stories of faith.   
 

We pray they will experience Passion and Compassion this week —  
May they discover a Passion for serving others   

ÁÎÄ Á #ÏÍÐÁÓÓÉÏÎÁÔÅ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄ ÈÁÓ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ 
 

We pray they will find Purpose this week — 

May they unearth, within themselves,   
a sense of purpose and meaning that comes from God,  

ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÆÉÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÉÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÆÁÉÔÈȢ 
 

We pray they will make new and  
strengthen familiar Friendships this week — 

May the people they spend this week with,  
become Friends that will last more than a week,  

but will last a lifetime ɂ a lifetime of faith and faithfulness.  
 

We pray also for safe travels as they journey  
to mission work in West Virginia and as they travel to camp at Merom —  

May the road rise to meet them,  
May the wind be always at their back,  

May the sun shine warm upon their face,  
May the rains fall soft upon their fields of mission  

and fields of spiritual development,  
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Until we all mee t again, 
-ÁÙ 'ÏÄ ÈÏÌÄ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÌÍ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÈÁÎÄȢ 

Amen. 

Amen. 
 
 

Gift of Music Old Irish Blessing 
 Traditional  
 Eva Morse, Vocalist 
 

 

CLOSING OF WORSHIP 
 
*Closing Hymn #602 God Be With You  
 
*Closing Words of Worship (Responsively) 
 

Our worship has ended, 
But now our service begins! 
Go from this place for you  

and I are the body of Christ  
and the whole world awaits us; 

So live passionately, and love faithfully,  
and celebrate every moment of your life  

 
from now until the Finale. 

Our God of relentless grace goes with us! 
Amen. 

Amen. 
 

~ Adapted from a prayer written by The Rev. Michael S. Piazza 

 
Postlude Immortal, Invisible 
 John Innes 

CCLI 1130980 
CVLI 501138630 
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Time with your Children and the Bible this Week 
 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 
Luke 7:36-8:3 ð Jesus and the Women ð by Dr. Carol J Miller 
 

Some time ago, before you were born, it used to be true that a boss who was looking for 
someone to work for him, could tell a woman who wanted the job that no woman could have 
that job. He would only hire a man. There was a time when only men in this country could vote! 
Women did not get to vote. Well, if you think that is bad, back in Jesus' time, a married woman 
could not own property. The woman's husband owned it. Women could not get a divorce––but a 
man could. There were lots of rules and laws that made it seem that men were more important 
than women! [If the boys think that this is a good thing, you might ask how the kids would feel if 
their mothers got treated like that]. 
 
So it people were surprised when Jesus treated women exactly as he treated men. He spoke with 
women in public. He listened to what they had to say. Many, many of Jesus' disciples were 
women. One time when Judas was rude to a woman, Jesus told him to "Leave her alone!" When 
Martha complained to Jesus that her sister Mary was not helping in the kitchen with the women, 
Jesus told Martha that Mary was doing the right thing––she was listening to Jesus teach. That is 
what all the men were doing. And when Jesus traveled all over Israel teaching about God's love, 
many women went along with him, just as the twelve disciples did. 
 
Luke, who wrote today's scripture, tells us who those women were: Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 
Susanna, "and many others." Jesus thought that every person was important. If they were people 
who did right things, they were important. If they were people who did wrong things they were 
important. If they were men, they were important. If they were women, they were important. If 
they were grown-ups they were important. If they were children they were important, No 
matter what color they were, no matter what their religion, they were important, and that's the 
way Jesus treated them. 
 
Why do you think that Jesus saw all people as important? [Accept all answers. Make sure that 
"because all people are God's children" or "because we all belong to God" is emphasized]. 
Remember, we are here at church to learn how to be followers of Jesus Christ. So if all 
people are important to Jesus, we must learn to see all people as important to us. We need 
to think about the ways we treat people. Do we treat everyone as someone important? We 
must be like Jesus! 
 

~ Adapted From ©2016 COMMUNICATION RESOURCES, INC. Used by permission. Scripture quotations from the 
World English Bible. Copyright 2009, Richard Niell Donovan Used by permission. ©2015 COMMUNICATION 
RESOURCES, INC. http://www.sermonwriter.com  - http://www.lectionary.org  - Copyright 2015, Richard Niell 
Donovan & Spark Classroom Old Testament Stories Come to Life by SparkHouse.  

 

http://www.sermonwriter.com/
http://www.lectionary.org/
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Do you want to discover more about how really, really cool following Jesus is?  Are you 
interested in joining this community of faith (formally joining this community of church 
as an associate member or a vested member in the family of St. Stephen UCC)?  Please 
contact Lisa Nolley (Church Council President at ml.nolley@att.net) or Rev. Jim Harper III 
(Pastor at jandtharper@att.net/502-494-6649). We are always ready and eager to talk. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ml.nolley@att.net
mailto:jandtharper@att.net/502-494-6649
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Prayer is your lifeline.  Prayer is your 

chance to text to God things that are 

tumbling around in your head and heart.  

Prayer is a spiritual discipline and the best 

way to grow a spiritual disciple is to 

exercise it over and over again.  Prayer is 

also a way to build community.  Prayer is 

the best way to lighten your load in life and 

it is the best way to turn over to God something that sits heavily on your heart.  Prayer can be 

the best thing in your life since sliced bread, and who doesn’t like sliced bread!   Prayer can also 

be the very best gift you can give to a close friend or family member; in-fact, I bet that if you 

gifted them with a Prayer, they would not even think about returning it. 
 

So you and I are invited to share the Prayers that are in our hearts and on the tips of our 
tongues.  Please take some time to fill out this user-friendly Prayer request sheet.  Using Anne 
Lamott’s simple Prayer sheet you and I can simply share our Help’s, our Thanks’, and our 
Wow’s.  After you have filled it out, fold on the dotted line and tear off the Prayer sheet and 
place it in the offering plate during the service.  We will take your Help’s, your Thanks’, and your 
Wow’s and offer them up in Prayer several times during the coming week.  If you would like to 
come to Church during the day or evening hours and spend some time in Prayer, then please 
come between 9:30 AM – 2:30 PM or 6:00 – 8:00 PM and you can come into the Sanctuary and 
Pray!   Remember Prayer is one of the most valuable things we have in our lives — why not 
invest more time in Prayer! 
 

 

HELP_______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

THANKS_______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

WOW______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 


